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In 2025,

SANEM significantly deepened its role as a leading policy research and
dialogue institution amid a rapidly evolving economic, political, and
climate landscape. The year was marked by high-impact research, major
national and regional conferences, targeted policy dialogues, and
extensive capacity-building initiatives spanning macroeconomic stability,
trade, climate change, energy transition, youth, and sustainability. SANEM
strengthened evidence-based policymaking through flagship knowledge
products, expert group meetings, and training programmes, while
expanding platforms for youth engagement, researcher development, and
public discourse. With the launch of new initiatives such as the
Sustainability Centre and the expansion of outreach and institutional
dialogue, SANEM reinforced its commitment to inclusive growth, regional
cooperation, and rigorous policy engagement in Bangladesh and South
Asia.
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THE ILLUSION OF RECOVERY
BANGLADESH'S ECONOMY ON
THE EVE OF 2026

Thinking Aloud

Bangladesh’s Economy on the Eve of 2026
Volume XII, Issue 8: January 1, 2026

The January issue of Thinking Aloud takes a closer look at Bangladesh'’s fragile and uneven
economic recovery at a time of growing uncertainty. It examines rising poverty risks
alongside persistent weaknesses in growth, the financial sector, and labor markets,
highlighting how prolonged economic stress is affecting households and employment. The
issue argues that restoring confidence and protecting vulnerable groups must go hand in
hand with deeper structural reforms, particularly as the future of work continues to evolve.
It underscores that the policy choices made in 2026 will play a decisive role in shaping
economic stability, inclusion, and sustainable growth.

Read the full issue here
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https://sanemnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Thinking-Aloud_V12_N8.pdf

Highlights 2025

8th SANEM Annual Economists’' Conference (SAEC) on
Restoring Stability Amid Uncertainties

Stability in the Economic
tical Landscapes:
ragliity to Resilionce

21-23 February 2025: SANEM hosted the 8th Annual Economists’ Conference (SAEC) in
Dhaka, focusing on restoring stability in economic and political landscapes. The three-day
hybrid event brought together economists, policymakers, and researchers to discuss
macroeconomic stability, labor market dynamics, and sustainable development. The
conference facilitated informed discussions and strengthened collaboration between
academia and policy institutions in Bangladesh and South Asia.

SANEM-BIMSTEC Policy Dialogue on Regional Cooperation ahead of
the Sixth BIMSTEC Summit at BIMSTEC Secretariat

12 March 2025: SANEM, in collaboration with
the BIMSTEC Secretariat, organized a high-
level policy dialogue on “Regional Cooperation
and Development: Curtain Raiser to the Sixth
BIMSTEC Summit.” The dialogue focused on
BIMSTEC’s evolving role in regional
cooperation and economic integration in the
Bay of Bengal. Discussions covered trade,
connectivity, and the strategic importance of
BIMSTEC in a changing global context.
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HIGHLIGHTS 2025

SANEM-ActionAid Roundtable on
Youth Challenges in the Post-July Movement

7 July 2025: SANEM, in collaboration with
ActionAid Bangladesh, hosted a roundtable AN=M act:onaid
discussion on “Youth in Transition,” focusing d Table Discussic

on employment, education, and political
participation in post-July movement
Bangladesh. Dr. Selim Raihan presented
findings from the SANEM-ActionAid Youth
Survey 2025, leading to discussions on
socio-economic challenges faced by youth.
The session provided a platform for youth
voices, emphasizing the need for inclusive
policy pathways for youth development.

hafa Tasneem

SANEM-IFPRI Workshop on Economic Impacts of
Climate Change in Bangladesh, Preparing for COP30

30 July 2025: SANEM and IFPRI organized a
workshop on “Climate Change and Bangladesh:
Challenges, Actions, and the Road to COP30.” Dr.
Selim Raihan and Dr. Barun Deb Pal presented
preliminary findings on the economic impacts of
climate change. The session focused on policy
actions in agriculture, energy, and transport and
facilitated group discussions on financing
strategies and institutional coordination for
COP30 preparations.

SANEM-DFAT Expert Group Meeting (EGM) on
Emerging Economy and Trade Policies

26 August 2025: The meeting brought
together senior policymakers, business leaders,
and government officials to discuss critical
issues related to policy coherence, global
market dynamics, and Bangladesh’s trade
competitiveness. Discussions emphasized the
role of the private sector, export diversification,
and strategic reforms required to strengthen
Bangladesh’s position in the global economy.
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HIGHLIGHTS 2025

SANEM-IFPRI Expert Group Meeting (EGM) on the
Future of Green Transportation in Bangladesh

14 September 2025: This EGM was organised as part :
of SANEM'’s joint study with IFPRI titled, “Bangladesh’s m—
Path to COP30”. Focusing on three key sectors: ¥ T
agriculture, energy, and transport; the study aims to
assess the challenges posed by climate impacts,
evaluate carbon-reducing pathways, and identify
strategies to enhance resilience and inclusivity. The
meeting addressed key issues such as infrastructure
gaps, financial barriers, and policy frameworks, while
also explored solutions to strengthen sustainable
mobility and reduce emissions in the transport sector.

SANEM Training on Energy Price Fluctuations' Impact on
Macroeconomic Stability, Enhancing Analytical Capacity

9 October 2025: SANEM conducted a capacity-
building training session on how energy price
fluctuations impact macroeconomic stability.
The session focused on building analytical
capacity and introducing monitoring
frameworks to assess the transmission
mechanisms of energy price volatility on
inflation, output, and fiscal balance, aimed at
supporting evidence-based policymaking.

SANEM-DCCI Policy Dialogue on
Bangladesh’s Industrial Energy Efficiency Policy

30 November 2025: SANEM and DCCI co-
hosted a policy dialogue on the draft Industrial
Energy Efficiency Policy, with a keynote by Dr.
Selim Raihan. Industry and government
representatives discussed regulatory gaps,
sectoral needs, and investment priorities for
improving industrial energy use. The session
concluded with a Q&A moderated by the DCCI
President and closing remarks from the
Chairman of BERC.
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HIGHLIGHTS 2025

Bangladesh Team at SAESM 2025 in Kathmandu:
A Delegation Coordinated by SANEM

15-18 November 2025: Ten Bangladeshi
undergraduate students participated in the
20th South Asian Economics Students’ Meet
(SAESM) in Kathmandu. As the country-
coordinating organization, SANEM is proud to
have prepared, mentored, and supported the
delegation, reflecting its commitment to

nurturing emerging talent and advancing
regional academic collaboration.

SANEM In-house Training Session on
Impact Evaluation using Difference-in-Differences (DiD)

27 November 2025: SANEM conducted a session
on Impact Evaluation DiD facilitated by Honorary
Deputy Director Md. Tuhin Ahmed. Participants
were introduced to the theoretical foundations of
the DiD method and engaged in hands-on
exercises using real data to understand its step-
by-step application.

Dr. Selim Raihan’s Keynote at High-Level Meeting on LDC Graduation
Organized by UN-OHRLLS and Qatar Fund for Development

2 December 2025: Dr. Selim Raihan delivered
a keynote presentation on “Integrated &
Inclusive Smooth Transition Strategies (STS)
for SDG-Aligned National Plans” at a high-level
meeting on forging global partnerships for
sustainable and resilient graduation of Least
Developed Countries. The event was organised
by UN-OHRLLS and the Qatar Fund for
Development in Doha, Qatar.
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HIGHLIGHTS 2025

SANEM Validation Meeting on
the Aging Population Study in Bangladesh

3 December 2025: SANEM hosted a
validation meeting for the study on the aging

population in Bangladesh. The study has
been conducted for Social Science Research
Council (SSRC), Planning Division, Ministry of
Planning. Key stakeholders reviewed
preliminary findings on socio-economic
vulnerabilities and institutional care gaps.
The discussion aimed to refine the study’s

framework and ensure the formulation of
inclusive, elderly-friendly policy
recommendations.

SANEM-IFPRI Advanced Training on
Computable General Equilibrium (CGE) Modeling in Kathmandu

4-7 December 2025: SANEM held an
advanced training on CGE Modelling in
Kathmandu, Nepal, aimed at strengthening
regional capacity for evidence-based
policymaking. The training included
expert-led modules, coding exercises, and
policy discussions to enhance participants’
analytical skills in macroeconomic and
sectoral policy evaluation.

Dr. Selim Raihan’s Talk at UAE-CGIAR
Partnership Showcase in Abu Dhabi

7 December 2025: Dr. Selim Raihan
delivered a talk titled “Economywide
Modeling Exercises on Future Food Systems”
at the UAE-CGIAR Partnership Showcase in
Abu Dhabi. His presentation underscored the
role of economywide modelling in shaping
resilient, sustainable, and climate-responsive

food systems.
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Knowledge Products 2025

Investment Needs for Renewable
INVESTMENT Energy in Bangladesh
DIVERSIFICATION OF February 2025
PRIORITY SECTORS AFTER
LDC GRADUATION

Investment Diversification of
Priority Sectors after LDC
Graduation

Investment Needs for
Renewable Energy in
Bangladesh

SANEM SAN=M

Political Economy of Renewable
Energy Transition in Bangladesh

Macroeconomic Effects of Energy Price
Fluctuations: Evidence from Bangladesh

Feh

February 2025

Political Economy of Macroeconomic Effects of
Renewable Energy Transition Energy Price Fluctuations:
in Bangladesh Evidence from Bangladesh

SANEM ROUNDUP VOLUME 1 | ISSUE 5 | JANUARY 2026 PAGE 07


https://cdn.prod.website-files.com/6820331d027084bef793fadb/68bd3836f7ea085bf17daa50_Report_Investment%20Diversification%20%20Jan%202025.pdf
https://sanemnet.org/investment-needs-for-renewable-energy-in-bangladesh/
https://sanemnet.org/political-economy-of-renewable-energy-transition-in-bangladesh/
https://sanemnet.org/macroeconomic-effects-of-energy-price-fluctuations-evidence-from-bangladesh/

COVID-19 AND SOUTH ASIA'S
ECONOMIC LANDSCAPE

IMPACTS AND LESSONS LEARNED

COVID-19 and South Asia’s
Economic Landscape: Impacts
and Lessons Learned

Policy Paper Series

TRANSFORMING BANGLADESH'S
LEATHER SECTOR FOR
SUSTAINABLE GROWTH AND
GLOBAL COMPETITIVENESS

selim Raihan and Sudeepto Roy

Amaraliss (e armment
Ll ——T—————y——

Transforming Bangladesh’s Leather
Sector for Sustainable Growth and

Global Competitiveness

SANEM ROUNDUP

KNOWLEDGE PRODUCTS 2025

The Impact of Digital Public Infrastructure
(DPI) Interventions on Socioeconomic and
Development Qutcomes in Bangladesh

Selim Raihan, Lubsbs Mahjabin Prima, Takrem Ferdous Surid, Eshrat Sharmin

A

111

Assessing the Socioeconomic
Impacts of Digital Public
Infrastructure

Policy Paper Series

NAVIGATING UNCERTAINTY:
BANGLADESH'S LDC GRADUATION,
DEFERRAL DEBATE, AND

THE FUTURE OF REFORM

Selim Raihan

-
& L Awstraliun Gorvonmmant
- <L e——T—————

Navigating Uncertainty: Bangladesh’s
LDC Graduation, Deferral Debate,

and the Future of Reform
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https://www.gdn.int/impact-digital-public-infrastructure-dpi-interventions-socioeconomic-and-development-outcomes
https://www.routledge.com/COVID-19-and-South-Asias-Economic-Landscape-Impacts-and-Lessons-Learned/Raihan-Islam/p/book/9781041142188

Analyzing

the Challenges and

the Opportunities for
Women'’s Participationin
the Construction Sector and
STEM-based Career in
Bangladesh

SELIM RAIHAMN

SAYEMA HAQUE BIDISHA
ESHRAT SHARMIN !
MOHAMMAD ASADUZZAMAN.,
DIPADAS

Analyzing the Challenges and the
Opportunities for Women'’s Participation

in the Construction Sector and STEM-
Based Careers in Bangladesh

Policy B ief

Investment Needs for Bangladesh’s
Renewable Ene

Sielim Hail

Backgraund and Ratiomale
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L

Investment Needs for Bangladesh’s
Renewable Energy Transition

KNOWLEDGE PRODUCTS 2025
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Bangladesh’s Energy Transition:
A Political Economy Perspective

Policy Brief

Building Macroeconomic Resilience to Energy
Price Fluctuations: The Case of Bangladesh
Sehim Rathan, Md. Tub Abdol Zabbas Sakil and Takeem Ferdous Suril

Background

Wanghadeski's wmergy secton is heavily rellant oo winor {he couniry's moartary ast
e artain bow Miaties and price st

inflaion, exchunge rates, and irade balances,
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o macroecon: s Bingladesh.  alternatives w0 fossil fuels, such as renewable
Speafically to explore the efiects of  emengy muroes rendering the sconomy baghly
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iy o s macroncosomic varlablon mch g fuelpriors
GOF, inflatéon rates. excharge rates, net egorts,

ot emergy o0 in 2021 by sowrce.
The dita rev 4% of the energy
consumed was used for residential purpases.
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these variations aflect imfation partkulary  costributed 17%.

Building Macroeconomic Resilience to
Energy Price Fluctuations: The Case of
Bangladesh

SANEM ROUNDUP VOLUME 1 | ISSUE 5 | JANUARY 2026 PAGE 10


https://sanemnet.org/policy-brief-on-investment-needs-for-bangladeshs-renewable-energy-transition/
https://sanemnet.org/building-macroeconomic-resilience-to-energy-price-fluctuations-the-case-of-bangladesh/
https://sanemnet.org/policy-brief-on-bangladeshs-energy-transition-a-political-economy-perspective/
https://sanemnet.org/analyzing-the-challenges-and-the-opportunities-for-womens-participation-in-the-construction-sector-and-stem-based-career-in-bangladesh/

SANEM ROUNDUP

Policy Brief

The Renewable Rise: Shaping Bangladesh's
Energy Future in the Context of COP30 nas

etin Faiforsn, AfGa Mesbasshing Tasha aind Barum Doy Ral

SANEM LB

The Renewable Rise: Shaping
Bangladesh’s Energy Future in
the Context of COP30

Policy Brief

Bangladesh's Climate Policy: June
Challenges, Actions, and the Road to COP30 2025

Selim Ruihar awd Hridita Raikan

Climate Change Conte

SANEM

Bangladesh’s Climate Policy:
Challenges, Actions, and the
Road to COP30

KNOWLEDGE PRODUCTS 2025

¢ Adapting to Survive: Climate Change and Bangladeshs
Agricultural Imperative in the Context of COP30

Selfam Faifean. Shafis Tasmeenm and Sarnn el el

Impact of Clmale { hange

Popire 1 et st b e g b

=3 e
e ] o ]
SANEM

Adapting to Survive: Climate Change

and Bangladesh’s Agricultural

Imperative in the Context of COP30

Policy Brief

Beyond Fossil Fuels: Charting a Sustainable July
Transport Pathway for Bangladesh at COP30 228

Selim Kaifon, Furive Ko and S el Pl

SANEM L‘Ei

Beyond Fossil Fuels: Charting a
Sustainable Transport Pathway

for Bangladesh at COP30
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KNOWLEDGE PRODUCTS 2025

T Sacviary 27

A Ouarter Iy Publication
-+ ENERGY OUTLOOK
e =

- ENERGY OUTLOOK

SIGNIFICANCE OF REDIRECTING

FOSSIL FUEL SUBSIDIES T0 THE

DEVELOPHENT OF RENEWABLE
EMERGY IN BANGLADESH

UNLOCKING BANGLADESH'S WIND
ENERGY POTENTLAL:

SANEM Energy Outlook: SANEM Energy Outlook:
Volume 1, Issue 3 | January 2025 Volume 1, Issue 4 | April 2025

(e« ENERGY OUTLOOK (e

A Quarterly Publication

ENERGY OUTLOOK

The Future of Green and Clean Enargy Technology in Bangladesh

A

THE RISKS DF HEAVY RELIANCE
N ENERGY SUBSIDIES I
BANGLADESH

b i et b

AN WRALYSIS OF POWER AND ENERGY
BUDGET IN THE NATIONAL BUDGET

Afis bt b st

Volume 2| lssue 2

SANEM Energy Outlook: SANEM Energy Outlook:
Volume 2, Issue 1 | July 2025 Volume 2, Issue 2 | October 2025
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Initiatives with Impact 2025 @M

SANEM Sustainability Centre

LAUNCHING

In 2025, SANEM launched the Sustainability Centre, uniting SDG monitoring, impact
evaluation, and policy engagement into a single multidisciplinary hub. The Centre integrates

sustainability into economic dialogue, linking growth, environmental stewardship, and social
equity. Amid rising ESG expectations, it provides evidence on corporate practices, delivers

integrated analyses, and equips stakeholders with tools like the Sustainability Tracker.

Beyond research, the Centre brings together government, the private sector; civil society, and

academia to foster dialogue and shape policy for Bangladesh’s sustainable, inclusive growth.

In 2026, it aims to strengthen institutional capacity, promote evidence-driven decisions, and

align national development with global sustainability goals.

SANEM CoRE

Reopened in 2025, SANEM'’s blogsite, SANEM CoRE, is a thinking
space for research and contemporary socio-economic issues.
Covering topics from sustainable energy and infrastructure to
anything that concerns one, it welcomes pieces that provoke
discussion and offer actionable insights. Researchers,
practitioners, and thinkers are invited to contribute.

Submission details.
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INITIATIVES WITH IMPACT 2025

Youthonomics: From Competition to Platform

IDEAS AND

PECTATIONS W

Originally launched as an essay competition back in 2019, Youthonomics has evolved into a
growing youth engagement platform in 2025 with the aim of making economics accessible,
relevant, and engaging for young people beyond economics majors or academic boundaries.
Through a series of university outreach sessions, SANEM reached hundreds of students
across public and private universities, including North South University, Southeast University,
Jagannath University, Sher-e-Bangla Agricultural University, and the University of Dhaka.

The initiative sparked huge interest among students from diverse disciplines and generated
collaboration requests from multiple institutions, signaling its potential as a scalable national
platform. Building on this momentum, SANEM plans to expand Youthonomics in 2026 by
taking it beyond Dhaka and also through the launch of a Future Leaders Program and a
Campus Ambassadors Program, positioning Youthonomics as a long-term pathway for youth
engagement in research, policy communication, and evidence-based dialogue.
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INITIATIVES WITH IMPACT 2025

SANEM Brownbag Seminar

—

SANEM started its Brown Bag Sessions in 2025, providing a platform for its researchers to
present their ongoing work and engage in discussions with colleagues. These sessions are
designed to ensure consistent information sharing and offer researchers the opportunity to
receive direct feedback. By discussing research and policy issues, the sessions aim to address
challenges, refine ideas, and strengthen SANEM'’s research output. They also promote
collaboration, critical thinking, and knowledge transfer, supporting SANEM’s mission to create
impactful, high-quality research.

Orthochinta

To broaden economic _dlscourse 1.n Bengali, SANEM SANEM snffean
has launched Orthochinta, a semi-annual online AT —
mini-journal featuring concise, critical essays on @ v g
. . .. S T - mhmw'm““
economics and related issues. The platform invites ST A sy UOTIT e o b

scholars, policymakers, and young economists to
contribute, aiming to bridge research and policy
and inform decision-making in Bangladesh. Click

7 SRR T8 Sl o frmE o

afefFEa d513: os SRR 2030
heI‘e to knOW more. TS faw ST (78 Sifedl: st GRS 2030

Details
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INITIATIVES WITH IMPACT 2025

Nurturing Young Researchers

afa Tasneem
.-mu}

SANEM Explains is a video series featuring its young talents sharing their professional
journeys. The series offers young professionals, a closer look at the people behind the work
and the paths that shape a career in a leading thinktank.

Townhall Meeting

Launched in 2025, SANEM’s monthly Townhall Meetings provide a formal platform for staff
to express concerns, share their needs, and communicate their overall well-being. These
meetings aim to foster open communication, address challenges, and ensure alignment with
SANEM'’s objectives. By promoting transparency and understanding, the town hall meetings
help strengthen organizational cohesion, build trust, and ensure that all team members are
fully engaged in SANEM’s mission and goals.
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SANEM Insights 2025

Dr Selim Raihan, Executive Director

* From rules-based to deals-based trade: Challenges and choices for Bangladesh

* (Can legal reforms free BB from political control?

* Economic inequality continues to rise, ways to reduce it

* Why Bangladesh needs a two-year economic recovery agenda

¢ Reducing poverty demands fairer wealth distribution

* A crisis in plain sight: Child marriage and violence stalk RMG sector in Bangladesh

* Frozen credit, fading confidence: Reviving private sector in Bangladesh in uncertain times

e The harsh truth behind Bangladesh's poverty reversal

e The numbers don’t add up: why reported food inflation feels unreal

* Why women in Bangladesh are leaving the workforce

e COP30 must deliver tangible outcomes for the vulnerable

* One year of interim govt: limitations of success and imperfections of progress

¢ From setbacks to solutions: Addressing ADP implementation challenges in Bangladesh

¢ Graduation or deferral: Is Bangladesh ready for the post-LDC era?

* India-Bangladesh trade hits further turbulence

e Will US tariffs push India closer to China?

¢ Economic reform in Bangladesh must go beyond incrementalism

e FY2026 budget: A missed opportunity for structural reform

e The bigger picture: leveraging IMF engagement for lasting economic reform
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https://www.tbsnews.net/thoughts/rules-based-deals-based-trade-challenges-and-choices-bangladesh-1278856
https://www.thedailystar.net/business/news/can-legal-reforms-free-bb-political-control-4027276
https://en.prothomalo.com/opinion/op-ed/so0yuaxo0l
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https://www.thedailystar.net/opinion/views/news/cop30-must-deliver-tangible-outcomes-vulnerable-3976976
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e Trump’s ‘reciprocal tariffs’ and the impending risk for Bangladesh

e US tariffs to hit exports, foreign investment: economist

* Bangladesh’s economic resilience is being tested

e VAT, tax hikes: Short-sighted state policies to hurt people

* Why Bangladesh struggles to attract FDI

e In defence of secularism in Bangladesh

e Trump’s ‘reciprocal tariffs’ and the impending risk for Bangladesh
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Dr Shafiun Nahin Shimul, Honorary Director
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o FIFIITE W IIFII FLHIT FOO! GIHI?

o SIfob-oa Y SurgETst TIH!, FINT II?

Mahtab Uddin, Research Director

e Why are urban women disappearing from the manufacturing sector?

Zubayer Hossen, Programme Director

e Who pays for a ‘greener’ t-shirt?

¢ Rethinking Bangladesh’s RMG sustainability beyond the badge

e Why ESG standards matter now more than ever for Bangladesh

¢ Is economic development in the Hill Tracts a double-edged sword?

Eshrat Sharmin, Deputy Director

e Bangladesh's Data Dilemma: What lies beneath the advertised success?

e Time poverty: Who gets to work, learn and thrive?

Md Tuhin Ahmed, Deputy Director

» Power subsidies aren’t a fix for global shocks

» Breaking boundaries: Shift from unpaid work to self-employment

Afia Mubasshira Tiasha, Senior Research Associate

* Transparency alone won’t modernise Bangladesh’s power sector

¢ Unlock Bangladesh's potential for sustainable employment

* Maximising energy efficiency is key to our industrial growth
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Dipa Das, Research Associate

e How female employment can be diversified

e Breaking boundaries: Shift from unpaid work to self-employment

Shafa Tasneem, Research Associate

¢ Underinvestment threatens Bangladesh's demographic dividend

Neeladri Naviya Noveli, Research Associate

e The economics of brain drain: What push and pull factors drive Bangladeshi talents abroad?

Sudeepto Roy, Research Associate

e Unlock Bangladesh's potential for sustainable employment

* Looking back on the investment summit: Big promises, fragile realities

Md Razib, Research Associate

* How to balance potato farmers’ gains with consumers’ needs

e Power subsidies aren'’t a fix for global shocks
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The South Asian Network on Economic Modeling (SANEM), established in 2007, is
a Dhaka-based non-profit research organization. Over the past nearly two decades,
it has grown into an international platform for economists, researchers,
policymakers, and institutions committed to promoting high-quality, evidence-
based economic analysis and informed policy advocacy in Bangladesh, South Asia,
and beyond. SANEM conducts both quantitative and qualitative research on a
broad range of development issues, including macroeconomics, international
trade, poverty, inequality, labor markets, climate change, political economy,
renewable energy, human capital, agriculture, social protection, and sustainability,
and translates its findings into policy briefs, technical papers, and public
discussions aimed at supporting effective decision-making. Through collaborative
projects, training programs, conferences, publications, and initiatives for young
economists, SANEM plays a key role in strengthening research capacity, fostering
policy engagement, and contributing to inclusive and sustainable economic
development in the region.
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