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In August,

SANEM launched its Youthonomics Campaign,
hosted policy dialogues and expert group
meetings, attended international conferences,
held expert talk sessions, contributed media
insights, organised an Al clinic at the Ministry of
Commerce, and signed an MoU with Southeast
University to advance research and youth
engagement.
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SANEM
Spotlight

y ’ s Thinking Aloud

Volume XII, Issue 4: September 1, 2025

The September issue of Thinking
Aloud explores Bangladesh's path
to a resilient, green economy,
focusing on climate action,
sustainability, innovation, energy
efficiency, and the reforms
needed to tackle global

. environmental challenges.
% Download and Read

SANEM Launched
Youthonomics Campaign

The South Asian Network on
Economic Modeling (SANEM)
launched Youthonomics Campaign
for university students to connect
and share ideas on how we can
nurture today’s young minds to
become future leaders.
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https://sanemnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/Thinking-Aloud_V12_N3-.pdf

Monthly "
Highlights e

Expert Group Meeting (EGM) on the
"Emerging Economy & Trade Policies in Bangladesh"

26 August - SANEM, in collaboration with the Department of Foreign Affairs and
Trade (DFAT), organised an EGM on the "Emerging Economic and Trade Policy
Issues for Bangladesh™. The dialogue brought together policymakers, private
sector leaders, and development partners to address critical challenges related
to policy coherence, supply-side constraints, export diversification, and
Bangladesh's upcoming graduation from Least Developed Countries (LDCs).

Participants emphasised the urgency of reforming outdated trade and industrial
policies, improving logistics and port operations, strengthening the business
environment, and integrating SMEs into global value chains. Sectoral discussions
highlighted opportunities in leather, footwear, and ready-made garments, as
well as the need for investment in human capital, technology, and services
trade. The meeting concluded with agreement on a set of priority issues to guide
SANEM-DFAT's forthcoming policy papers, aimed at ensuring evidence-based
reforms for sustainable economic growth and global competitiveness.
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MONTHLY HIGHLIGHTS

Expert Talk Session:
SANEM’s Executive Director Dr. Selim Raithan

18 August - SANEM organised its inaugural
expert talk session where Dr. Selim Raihan
shed light on the political economy of
reforms. The discussion offered valuable
insights into the complexities of policy
change and was followed by a lively Q&A
with participants. This marks the beginning
of a series of expert-led sessions planned
under the initiative.

14 August - SANEM launched its
Youthonomics Campaign in August,
beginning with an engagement at North
South University. The session infroduced
students to the campaign’s objectives,
outlined how they could benefit from it,
and invited their ideas on what more
Youthonomics could do for young people.

Dr. Selim Raihan attended Research Review Meeting of
the FutureWORKS Asia Project

20-22 August - Dr. Selim Raihan
attended the Research Review
Meeting of the FutureWORKS Asia
project, held from 20-22 August 2025
at Sentido Heritance Negombo, Sri
Lanka. This initiative aims to address
the employment challenges and
opportunities arising from ongoing
transitions in Asia.
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MONTHLY HIGHLIGHTS

Webinar on the
Political Economy of Economic Reforms in Bangladesh

23 August - The Centre for Social Research

‘Webinar on the

(@) I’g an |Sed an on I | ne sem | nar Tlﬂ ed i ‘T h (S Political Economy of Economic Reforms in
Bangladesh

Political Economy of Economic Reforms in
Bangladesh: Promises, Constraints, and
Realities”. The keynote paper was presented
by Dr. Selim Raihan. Experts engaged in
constructive discussions on the measures
taken by the current interim government.

SANEM Held Monthly Town Hall to
Discuss Progress, Challenges, and Team Vision

31 August - SANEM hosted its first-ever
Monthly Town Hall Meeting at its office
premises, bringing together the entire tfeam
for a productive discussion on the projects,
team expectations, challenges, and
opportunities. Respected directors of SANEM
had a comprehensive discussion with the
team to inspire them with their vision,
addressing challenges, and motivating
everyone to work towards achieving SANEM's
goals with renewed efficiency and
commitment.

Dr. Selim Raihan Spoke at
Bengal Delta Conference 2025

29 August - Dr. Selim Raihan spoke as a
panelist in the session on "Economic
Strategies and Political Settlement: Our
Current Economic Challenges and Way
Forward" at the two-day international
conference "Bengal Delta Conference
2025: Bangladesh at the Crossroads”,
organised by Dacca Institute of Research
and Analytics (DAIRA).
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MONTHLY HIGHLIGHTS

Youthonomics by SANEM: Southeast University

28 August - As part of the
Youthonomics Campaign, the team
organised a session at the Southeast
University in collaboration with the
Department of Economics and in
association with Young Economists of
SEU. The session infroduced students
to the campaign’s objectives,
highlighted how they could benefit
from it, and invited their ideas on
how Youthonomics could further
serve young people.

SANEM Conducted AI Clinic at Ministry of Commerce

31 August - SANEM'’s Programme Director Zubayer Hossen, Communication
Associates Fohmida Farzana and Faiaze Ibne Kabir facilitated an interactive clinic
session at the Secretariat with the Ministry of Commerce. The session covered Al
tools such as ChatGPT, Notebook LM, Gamma, Canva, and Napkin Al, and
explored their workplace applications and ethical implications for government
institutions.

SANEM’s Directors Attended Trade Negotiators Workshop

26 August - SANEM's Programme Director Zubayer Hossen and Director Israt Hossain
afttended the Knowledge Sharing Workshop on Trade in Services, organised by the
Ministry of Commerce and UNDP. The workshop gathered the Trade Negotiators
Pool to deepen expertise and strengthen Bangladesh’s negotiation capacity in
digital trade.
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SANEM
Insights

OPINION
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OPINION

Who pays for a ‘greener’ t-shirt?
€6 Zubayer Hossen

Bangladesh, a 19 August - The article "Who pays for a
‘greener’ t-shirt?" by Zubayer Hossen discusses
the evolving expectations of global
consumers who increasingly demand
transparency and sustainability in the fashion
industry. As environmental and ethical
concerns gain prominence, Bangladesh's
sustainable garment sector faces pressure to adopt
production. greener practices or risk losing access to key
99 markets.

country built on
affordable
exports, can also

become a global
model of ethical,

Read detaqils.
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https://www.prothomalo.com/opinion/column/kstw0fvqmh
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SANEM INSIGHTS

OPINION
Independence On Paper vs Practice 66 _
For developing
Dr. Sellm RO|hOn coun‘l‘ries ||ke
15 August - Dr. Selim Raihan said Bangladesh—where
independence of the BB has long been every cyclone,
demanded, but rules alone cannot flood, and lost crop
guarantee it. He argued that there must be is a human
political commitment to ensure the BB's co’ros’rrgphe—
autonomy, and the ordinance must be COP30 is nof a _
endorsed by future parlioments. photo opportunity;
Siia oy it is a test.
ead detdils.
99
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OPINION

From setbacks to solutions: Addressing ADP implementation

challenges in Bangladesh 6¢

Dr. Selim Raihan Behind the

19 August - In July 2025, only a mere 0.69% of Odminis.fr(]ﬂ\/e
Annual Development Programme (ADP) delays lies a
allocation were utilised. Dr. Selim Raihan more

warns that persistent setbacks in planning, fundamental

project management, and accountability problem:
continue to undermine Bangladesh's
development outcomes, and calls for reforms
to unlock the full potential of the ADP.

Read details. 99

poor design and
weak planning.
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https://www.dhakapost.com/opinion/388539
https://www.tbsnews.net/thoughts/setbacks-solutions-addressing-adp-implementation-challenges-bangladesh-1215636
https://www.thedailystar.net/business/news/without-political-will-reforms-may-stay-paper-3963036

OPINION
Will US tariffs push India closer to China?

Dr. Selim Raihan

08 August - The latest move by the US o slap a
cumulative 50% reciprocal tariff on Indian
products has unlocked one potential fault line
in the otherwise growing Indo-US relationship.
While India has been aligning more closely with
the US in recent years, these new barriers to
trade can put economic ties, which were
thought to be the key to counterbalance

SANEM INSIGHTS

If US's economic
pressure becomes
larger, one possible
scenario would be India
starting to look for more
tfrade, investment, and

even straftegic
engagement with

China in spite of the
underlying tensions that
have characterised their
relationship.

China's influence, under strain.

Read deitails.
OPINION

€6 Graduation or deferral: Is Bangladesh
ready for the post-LDC era?

Dr. Selim Raihan

The choice we have is
whether to make it a
symbol of sustained
capability or an
exposed vulnerability. If
reforms are deferred

15 August - Bangladesh is set to graduate from
the Least Developed Country (LDC) status in
November 2026. This will be considered as a

milestone once celebrated as a triumph of
development. However, the national
conversation has shifted; the feeling that was
once a cause for celebration now evokes

under the guise of a
graduation delay, we
risk furning a historic
milestone info a

prolonged stumble.

99 worry.

Read details.
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SANEM INSIGHTS

OPINION
One year of interim govt: limitations of 66
success and imperfections of progress Inflation has eased

Dr. Selim Raihan slightly, but the prices

of essential

21 August - Dr. Selim Raihan reflects on the first commodities, including
year of Bangladesh'’s interim government. fice, remain high. The
According to him, while there has been greatest relief is that
progress with reduced inflation and stronger large-scale looting and
exports, challenges remain - high commodity corruption, as seen in
prices, unfinished infrastructure projects, and the past, have not
a lack of investor confidence due to political ISEN PO
uncertainty. 99

Read details.
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Knowledge
Products

Assessing the Socioeconomic Impacts |
of Digital Public Infrastructure

July 2025 - SANEM, in collaboration with Global
Development Network (GDN) carried out a pilot

study to examine the socioeconomic effects of S seeing e Sacibnonomic
g . . . Impacts of Digital Public
Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI). Using a mixed- Infrastructure
me-l-hod Gpprocch, ‘I'he S‘I‘Udy Combined Results from the 2024-25 Pilot and Way Forward
quantitative and qualitative tools. Results show oo, CO

that individuals with access to DPI score
significantly higher on a socioeconomic status

index, suggesting a meaningful positive impact % Download and Read
on welfare.

SANEM Energy Outlook
Volume 2, Issue 1 | July 2025

July 2025 - The July 2025 issue focuses on
Bangladesh's power and energy sector in
the FY2025-26 budget, highlighting
unrealistic renewable targets due to fossil
fuel dependence, the fiscal risks of heavy
subsidies, and budget allocations that show
only incremental progress. While grid
upgrades and some reforms are underway,
continued fossil investment and weak long-

term vision hinder meaningful tfransition,
% Download and Read with eight figures illustrating the sector’s

current state.

i

= ENERGY OUTLOOK
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Beyond Fossil Fuels: Charting a
Sustainable Transport Pathway
for Bangladesh at COP30

Selim Raihan, Farina Khan and Barun Deb Pal

July 2025 - The transport sector of
Bangladesh, while on one hand is an
important driver of economic growth, is also
one of the major contributors to GHG
emissions. This policy brief outlines the
current challenges, reviews government
actions, proposes alternative solutions, and
assesses their potential economic impacts in
the context of Bangladesh’s preparation for
the COP 30.

ef

KNOWLEDGE PRODUCTS

' Policy Brief

Beyond Fossil Fuels: Charting a Sustainable
Transport Pathweay for Bangladesh at COP30

% Download and Read

The Renewable Rise: Shaping
Bangladesh’s Energy Future in the

Context of COP30

Selim Raihan, Afia Mubasshira Tiasha and

Barun Deb Pal

July 2025 - This policy brief covers climate
change's impact on Bangladesh's energy
systems, examines current government
measures, proposes alternative strategies for

resilience, and assesses their potential
economic implications, aiming to guide

% Download and Read

sustainable energy development in

preparation for COP30 and the third NDC.
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https://sanemnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/The-Renewable-Rise-Shaping-Bangladeshs-Energy-Future-in-the-Context-of-COP30.pdf
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KNOWLEDGE PRODUCTS

Adapting to Survive: Climate Change |
and Bangladesh’s Agricultural
Imperative in the Context of COP30

Selim Raihan, Shafa Tasneem and
Barun Deb Pal

July 2025 - Bangladesh'’s agriculture, a
climate-sensitive sector vital for income
and employment, faces productivity and
nutritional losses due fo climate change.
This brief reviews challenges, government
actions, alternative solutions, and

economic impacts ahead of COP30. % Download and Read

y | Bangladesh’s Climate Policy:
Challenges, Actions, and the Road
to COP30

Selim Raihan and Hridita Raihan

July 2025 - Climate change threatens
Bangladesh's development through floods,
cyclones, sea-level rise, and heat stress,
affecting key sectors. This brief reviews
challenges, government actions, solutions,
and economic impacts ahead of COP30

and NDCa3.
% Download and Read
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https://sanemnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/Adapting-to-Survive-Climate-Change-and-Bangladeshs-Agricultural-Imperative-in-the-Context-of-COP30.pdf
http://sanemnet.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/Bangladeshs-Climate-Policy-Challenges-Actions-and-the-Road-to-COP30.pdf

SANEM
Explains

Meet the
Researcher

Shafa Tasneem

Research Associate % Watch the Video

SANEM
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https://youtu.be/UqI8gfTIpuA
https://youtu.be/UqI8gfTIpuA

c‘
Announcement

SANEM and Department of Economics,
Southeast University Signed an MoU

28 August 2025 - We are pleased to announce the signing of an
Memorandum of understanding (MoU) between South Asian Network
on Economic Modeling (SANEM) and the Department of Economics,
Southeast University, marking the beginning of an exciting
collaboration to advance research, foster knowledge sharing, and
nurture the next generation of economists.

The event was graced by the Vice Chancellor, Pro-Vice Chancellor,
Chairman of the Department of Economics- Southeast University, Dr.
Selim Raihan, Executive Director, Zubayer Hossen, Programme Director
of SANEM, and other esteemed faculty members.
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c‘
Announcement

Meet the Youthonomics Team

Neeladri Naviya Noveli Fahmida Farzana Afsana Ahmed

Research Associate Communication Associate Programme Associate

SANEM is pleased to intfroduce the Youthonomics team - Neeladri
Naviya Noveli, Fahmida Farzana and Afsana Ahmed. Through
Youthonomics, young minds will explore how economics shapes
their world, share insights, and translate their ideas into relatable,
impactful discussions on campus.
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Call for Papers | 9th SANEM Annual Economists’
Conference (9SAEC) 2026

The South Asian Network on Economic
Modeling (SANEM) invites submissions
for the 9th SANEM Annual Economists’
Conference (9SAEC) 2026, on
“Development Challenges and Policy
Responses in a Changing World”, to

CALL FOR PAPERS

9TH SANEM ANNUAL ECONOMISTS’
CONFERENCE (9SAEC) 2026

. DEVELOPMENT CHALLENGES AND POLICY
Papers may cover themes such as
labour markets, social inclusion, L o
climate and just transition, geopolitics, e R RACCESSTOALTRRNATIVE
trade, innovation, and the future of

DEADLINE FOR EXTENDED

work. Extended abstracts (max 2000 r TROT S oeAEio, oheck i
words) are due 30 September 2025.
Submit now.

SANEM Named 10 Outstanding Bangladeshi Economics
Students for SAESM 2025

SANEM announced the names of 10 top
undergraduate economics students
representing Bangladesh at the 20th
South Asian Economics Students Meet
(SAESM 2025) in Kathmandu. They wiill
present research on themes including
environmental risks, macroeconomic
stability, poverty, trade disruption,
energy transition, resource governance,
urban resilience, health, education,
financing for resilience, and green fiscal
policies.

Learn More.
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeibep0ip8ltsJhAuBjKR4RjOumuuIkTGwjsLDLMeuXjJTJ-g/viewform
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1CYPDUnPq2/
https://forms.gle/kiHA1Zrs3D4WHrv39

SAN=M

RESEARCH | KNOWLEDGE | DEVELOPMENT

SANEM, launched in January 2007 in Dhaka, is a non-profit
research organization. It is also a network of economists
and policy makers in South Asia with a special emphasis on
economic modeling. SANEM aims to promote the
production, exchange and dissemination of basic research
knowledge in the areas of internatfional tfrade, macro
economy, poverty, labour market, environment, political
economy, sustainability, renewable energy, and economic
modeling. It seeks to produce objective, high quality,
country- and South Asian region-specific policy and
thematic research. SANEM contributes in governments’
policy-making by providing research supports both at
individual and organizational capacities.
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