
Inside this issue

Editor’s  Desk
Thinking Aloud 

South Asian Network on Economic Modeling

Volume 6
Issue 8
January 1, 2020

This January, 2020 issue of Thinking Aloud 
comes with the theme “Challenges of 
Achieving SDGs in Developing Countries”. The 
first article “The SDG Costing Exercise and 
Financing Challenges in Developing countries” 
reinforces that achieving SDGs requires 
systemic changes in the attitude and 
mechanisms in developing countries that 
govern and channel financing. It also 
demands to exploit the potential options of 
scaling-up and diversifying financing 
opportunities commensurate in magnitude 
with the ambition articulated in the SDGs. The 
second and third pages of this issue present 
three articles. The article titled “SDG and 
Gender Equality: How Far has Bangladesh 
Achieved?” stresses that although the country 
has argued to have accomplished well in 
terms of a number of socio-economic 
indicators and ranked as top among the 
South Asian countries in Gender Gap Index 
2020 of the World Economic Forum with 50th 
position among 153 countries, there remains 
a number of concerns in the context of 
violence against women, early marriage, 
access to resources etc.  The article titled 
“Rethinking the Private Sector Engagement in 
Achieving the SDGs” emphasizes that to 
attain the SDGs, more engagement of private 
sector and re-orientation of interaction 
among public and private actors in a system 
are prerequisites. The article on “Towards an 
Equitable Food Market Through AMIS” 
advocates for improvements in AMIS since 
AMIS has the potential to make food more 
affordable for consumers and more profitable 
for farmers. Therefore, with the development 
of efficient AMIS, food prices can be managed 
in a way that benefits everyone. The final 
page draws attention to the events that took 
place in the month of December. SANEM and 
the editor’s desk wishes its well-wishers and 
readers a” Happy New Year”!

Editor:
Selim Raihan

Associate Editors:
Sunera Saba Khan
Zubayer Hossen
Mir Ashrafun Nahar

The SDG costing exercise and financing 
challenges in developing countries

SDG and gender equality: How far has 
Bangladesh achieved?

Rethinking the private sector engagement 
in achieving the SDGs
Towards an equitable food market 
through AMIS

SANEM events

Coordinator:
Sk. Ashibur Rahman

The SDG cos�ng exercise and 
financing challenges in developing 

countries
Selim Raihan

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) are 
unprecedented and ambi�ous development objec�ves 
with 17 goals with 169 targets spanning economic, social 
and environmental dimensions of sustainable 
development. To achieve the targets by 2030 is a 
daun�ng task for a large number of developing countries 
in Asia, Africa and La�n America. Especially, the 
low-income and lower-middle income countries are 
lagging with respect to achieving a large number of 
development targets envisaged in the SDGs. The 
Sustainable Development Report 2019 
(h�ps://www.sdgindex.org), led by Prof. Jeffrey Sachs, 
presents the SDG Index for all UN member states to show 
how countries differ in SDG implementa�on. Using the 
data of SDG Index and per capita GDP of 162 countries 
we have generated the sca�er-plot diagram. It is obvious 
from the diagram that countries with lower per capita 
GDPs have lower SDG indices. The high performers in the 
SDG Index are mostly from the high-income and 
upper-middle income countries. Bangladesh, with a 
ranking of 116, is just above the trend line. Rankings for 
other South Asian countries are 153 for Afghanistan, 84 
for Bhutan, 115 for India, 47 for the Maldives, 103 for 

Nepal, 130 for Pakistan, and 93 for Sri Lanka. 
Similar to the era of Millennium Development Goals 
(MDGs), countries have a compe��on to show be�er 
performance during the SDGs period as well. There is a 
poli�cal buy-in, both at the global and na�onal level, to 
demonstrate that countries are on track to achieve SDGs 
by 2030. Governments of the developing countries have 
expressed their commitments towards achieving SDGs as 
one of their priority areas and have undertaken different 
ac�vi�es. This gives a unique opportunity to put in place 
some genuine efforts to achieve several of the important 
development targets of the SDGs in countries who are 
lagging considerably.
It should be men�oned that developing countries, 
especially low income and lower-middle countries, also 
face the problem of priori�zing among different SDGs. 
However, common problems in these countries include 
low or un-sustained economic growth, low or stagnant 
private sector investment, poor infrastructure, low level 
of industrializa�on, a high degree of informal jobs, slow 
job crea�on, high incidence of poverty, growing overall 
and gender inequality, environmental degrada�on, etc. 
One of the fundamental challenges these developing 
countries face is the financing of the huge amount of 

resources required for mee�ng the aforemen�oned 
development targets. In this context, the SDG cos�ng 
exercise can be very relevant. 
What is the SDG cos�ng exercise? The SDG cos�ng 
exercise can have a different meaning for different actors 
and stakeholders. To some, it can be an undertaking that 
produces some reasonably detailed es�mates of the 
costs needed to implement specific projects or sectoral 
plans in line with the targets of SDGs. To others, it can be 
a broader analysis to provide useful guidelines for 
policymakers about the resources needed to achieve the 
SDGs at the macro level.
Why is  the SDG cos�ng exercise important? It is 
important since there are only 11 years le� to implement 
SDGs, and for most of the developing countries, the 
resource-requirement is huge. Therefore, without a 
comprehensive understanding of the resources required 
to implement different components of SDGs, it becomes 
a difficult task for the countries to integrate SDGs in the 
na�onal budgetary and planning processes. The SDG 
cos�ng exercise can help accelerate the implementa�on 
of development efforts, facilitate discussions on 
integrated approaches to financing, iden�fy fiscal space 
and resource mobiliza�on, assist in priori�zing ini�a�ves, 
raise public awareness, and offer the government new 
approaches of delivering through the cost savings as well 
as a synergis�c strategy for implementa�on of the SDGs.
There is a need for synchroniza�on of cos�ng across 

SDGs. Since there are cri�cal 
interlinkages among different SDGs, it is 
important to look at integrated cos�ng 
approaches which can deal with board 
cross-sectoral synergies as opposed to 
any stand-alone calcula�on for specific 
SDGs. There is no denying that 
well-designed integrated mul�sectoral 
approaches can be cost-effec�ve given 
the resource constraints in the 
developing countries.
As men�oned before, there are serious 
challenges in financing resources for 
SDGs in most of the developing countries, 
especially given the fact that the capacity 

for domes�c resource mobiliza�on is weak and the 
op�ons for external financing are limited in many of these 
countries. An es�mate by SANEM for the Planning 
Commission of Bangladesh shows that addi�onal 
resources required for the implementa�on of the SDGs in 
Bangladesh would be around 20% of GDP for the period 
2017-2030. Given the changing global scenario, for 
financing SDGs, developing countries will have to rely 
more on domes�c sources, and this is, no doubt, a big 
challenge. Achieving SDGs also, therefore, requires 
systemic changes in the a�tude and mechanisms in 
developing countries that govern and channel financing. 
It also demands to exploit the poten�al op�ons of 
scaling-up and diversifying financing opportuni�es 
commensurate in magnitude with the ambi�on 
ar�culated in the SDGs. Developing countries need to 
explore all possible sources of financing including public, 
private, public-private partnership, non-governmental 
organiza�ons, foreign direct investment, foreign aid, and 
remi�ances. It is also important to note that a mere 
genera�on of resources would not ensure successful 
implementa�on of the SDGs if ins�tu�onal and 
governance-related aspects are not properly addressed. 
Dr. Selim Raihan, Executive Director, SANEM.
Email: selim.raihan@gmail.com
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Rethinking the private sector 
engagement in achieving the SDGs

Zubayer Hossen and Nadeera Sultana
The world is moving towards a future demanding 
an inclusive society – a society where everyone will 
enjoy the benefits of economic development, 
social inclusion and environmental sustainability 
irrespec�ve of religion, gender, skin colour, caste, 
region, etc. The Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs) as outlined in Global Agenda 2030 also aim 
all-encompassing development. However, 
compared to Millennium Development Goals 
(MDGs), the SDGs are more comprehensive and 
expansive in nature. Thus, a�aining the 
sustainable development by the �meline is going 
to be an enormous challenge. The fundamental 
challenge of achieving SDGs is related to 
ins�tu�onal capacity which is much deeper than 
just mobilizing more money and reducing the 
financial gap. Looking at the bigger picture, the 
weak ins�tu�onal capacity which results in poor 
governance problems and policy incoherence 
might impede the execu�on process. To overcome 
the challenges and eventually a�ain the SDGs, a 
concerted effort from both public and private 
sectors is the prerequisite. Therefore, carefully 
considered and planned engagement of private 
sector and re-orienta�on of interac�on among 
public and private actors in a system will be 
required to progress in SDGs.         
The 2030 Agenda for sustainable development, 
adopted by the world leaders in September 2015, 
provides a shared blueprint to embark on a new 
path of human development. Aiming at integra�ng 
and balancing the economic, social and 
environmental dimensions of sustainable 
development, the SDGs address that ending 
poverty and other depriva�ons must go 
hand-in-hand with strategies that improve health 
and educa�on, reduce inequality, and s�mulate 
economic growth – all while tackling climate 
change and environmental issues. There is no 
doubt that the challenge of implemen�ng the 
SDGs will be immense. Due to the a�ributes of 
universality and diversity, the implementa�on of 
SDGs require huge investment and involvement 
from all agents of the society. The public sector 
cannot handle the challenges solely. The private 
sector has to have a defined role in materializing 
the policies or interven�ons undertaken by 
government in order to succeed in a�aining the 
SDGs. Nevertheless, the discourse of engaging the 
private sector in achieving the SDGs by integra�ng 
their effort with the objec�ves of SDGs should be 
reconsidered. To rope in the private sector in a 
more sustainable manner, there should have an 
entry point of engagement for private sector. 
Besides, if needed, the exis�ng policies have to be 
rec�fied and new policies should be formulated to 
incen�vize the private sector.  
The engagement of private sector is not 
necessarily confined to financing issues. The 
private sector has a crucial role to play in achieving 
the goals related to decent work and economic 
growth, industry, innova�on and infrastructure, 
gender equality, responsible consump�on, climate 
change, etc., especially in developing countries. 
The private sector provides 9 out of 10 jobs in 
developing countries (IFC, 2013) and as a result, 
plays an important part in solving global problems 

SDG and gender equality: How far has 
Bangladesh achieved?

Sayema Haque Bidisha
A�er its success in accomplishing the MDGs, the 
challenge of Bangladesh is to perform sa�sfactorily 
in terms of the indicators of SDGs. In this 
connec�on, the issue of gender equality, as 
reflected primarily by SDG5 is undoubtedly one of 
the most crucial areas to consider. However, the 
issue of gender equality should not be addressed as 
a single goal, rather it must be considered as a 
cross-cu�ng agenda that encompasses several 
other SDGs of women’s health and well-being, 
par�cipa�on in educa�on and labor market, 
representa�on in poli�cal sphere etc. In this regard, 
although the country has argued to have 
accomplished well in terms of a number of 
socio-economic indicators and ranked as top among 
the South Asian countries in Gender Gap Index 2020 
of the World Economic Forum with 50th posi�on 
among 153 countries, there remains a number of 
concerns in the context of violence against women, 
early marriage, access to resources etc. 
Broadly speaking, the issue of achieving gender 
equality and empowerment of all women (SDG5) in 
par�cular requires, on one hand to end of all forms 
of discrimina�on, elimina�on of violence against 
women, ensuring women’s sexual and reproduc�ve 
rights, and on the other to ensure women’s 
effec�ve par�cipa�on in decision making. Despite of 
a�aining impressive progresses in terms of 
maternal mortality, labor force par�cipa�on etc., 
the country however has not fared that well in these 
core indicators. For example, in the context of 
elimina�ng violence against women, as high as 
54.7% of women are reported to face in�mate 
partner violence whereas 6.2% have faced sexual 
violence by someone not an in�mate partner (VAW, 
BBS, 2015). The case of child marriage is another 
area of concern as 23.8% of women are found to be 
married before age 15 where the corresponding 
figure for those before age 18 are as high as 58.6% 
(MICS, 2012/13; BDHS, NIPORT 2014). 
In the realm of access to informa�on and 
communica�on technology, the picture is however 
quite op�mis�c and around 79.8% of both men and 
women have reported to have a mobile phone. 
Another crucial indicator of gender equity is that of 
equal opportunity and although in the context of 
poli�cal empowerment, 20% of seats at na�onal 
parliament and 23% at local governments are held 
by women, a�aining the targets of 40% and 33% 
respec�vely requires strong poli�cal commitments 
from the policy makers (LPAD 2014; LGD 2016). 
With only 12.9% managerial posi�ons held by 
women, priority should be given to formulate 
policies towards increased par�cipa�on of women 
in ter�ary educa�on as well as to remove the 
obstacles for women in entering the labor market 
for a�aining the SDG target of 30% (QLFS, BBS, 
2015/16). Recognizing and valuing unpaid care work 
is also another area to focus under SDG5 and in 
order to reduce the propor�on of �me spent by 
women from 25% to the SDG5 target of 20% and to 
raise that of men from 6% to 10% by 2030, gender 
norm centric policies towards recogni�on, 
reduc�on and redistribu�on of unpaid care 
ac�vi�es should be given emphasis in na�onal 
policies. 

As discussed, it is not only in terms of the indicators 
of SDG5, different dimensions of gender equality 
can also be observed through several other SDGs 
and there are number of challenges in those 
contexts too. For example, one of the key 
challenges is to reduce maternal mortality (per 
100,000 live births) from 181 to the SDG target of 70 
certainly requires strong policy direc�on (SVRS, BBS, 
2015). Similar conclusion can be made for the 
targets of under five and neonatal mortality and 
also for births a�ended by skilled personnel or for 
the unmet need for using modern methods of family 
planning. The challenge of the country in terms of 
adolescent birth rate of around 75 per 1000 women 
with a target to reduce it to 50 per 1000 women 
must be dealt with due importance as it requires not 
only interven�on through service delivery but also 
changing mind set towards early marriage and 
pregnancy (SVRS, BBS, 2015). 
In the context of SDG4 of educa�onal a�ainment, 
on one hand, though girls are doing well in terms of 
indicators like par�cipa�on in secondary educa�on, 
for higher secondary, ter�ary and technical 
educa�on, there exists significant gap both between 
males and females and also in comparison to the 
targets of SDG. In case of the indicators of SDG8 of 
promo�ng employment, challenges remain in 
several areas, e.g. propor�on of youth NEET females 
are as high as 46.9% where the SDG target is to 
reduce it to 3%. Similar challenge remains for 
reducing the propor�on of informal employment in 
non-agriculture sector for females from 88.4% to 
65% (QLFS, BBS 2015/16). 
Despite of the success of the country in 
accomplishing several socio-economic indicators, 
while analyzing the current performance of different 
indicators of SDGs with a gender lens, we can infer 
that, in most of those indicators, females are lagging 
behind males by a significant margin. From the 
policy point of view, a�aining SDG5, for example 
requires relevant reforms in legal frameworks and 
effec�ve implementa�on, along with strong 
ini�a�ves to remove the obstacles for women’s 
par�cipa�on in labor market and in poli�cal spheres. 
In order to a�ain the relevant indicators of labor 
market as embodied in SDG5 as well as in SDG8, 
both demand and supply side bo�lenecks should be 
addressed. In this regard, special policy focus is 
required in terms of gender norm centric policies, 
including those of se�ng day care centers, increased 
campaign against child marriage etc. For ensuring 
be�er reproduc�ve health and to reduce pregnancy 
and child birth related risks, be�er and low cost 
service delivery is essen�al. In this rela�on, the 
government must consider increasing budgetary 
spending to health sector by a significant margin. 
Similar policy focus is essen�al for increasing 
educa�on budget for ensuring quality educa�on for 
both sexes. In this perspec�ve, to reduce the gender 
gap in educa�on, special emphasis should be given 
towards increasing par�cipa�on of women in 
ter�ary and technical educa�on. Finally, with a view 
to a�ain gender equality as embodied in SDGs, the 
issue must be addressed in a holis�c manner while 
incorpora�ng it explicitly in key na�onal policies and 
strategies. 
Dr. Sayema Haque Bidisha
Professor, Department of Economics, University of Dhaka 
and Research Director, SANEM.
Email: sayemabidisha@gmail.com

such as unemployment, poverty, and inequality.  
This is why, par�cipa�on of private sector is cri�cal 
to employing the growing youth popula�on and 
strengthening the economies in developing 
countries. 
It is important to understand how the private 
sector can be involved more effec�vely and what 
strategies should be taken on board in ensuring 
the contribu�on of private sector. However, the 
discussion about delinea�ng the role of private 
sector is not straigh�orward. The interlinkage 
among SDG targets makes the job difficult. The 
SDGs and associated targets are inherently 
correlated with one another while being broadly 
framed as 17 separate and diverse elements. 
Hence, ac�ons taken for achieving one goal may 
be mutually reinforcing or contradictory with 
achieving other goals. This suggests, to achieve the 
SDGs, an integrated approach is essen�al to seek 
and scale up the synergies, and mi�gate and 
eliminate the trade-offs through horizontal 
integra�on across sectors and ver�cal 
collabora�ons across various administra�ve levels.
Since there are many cross-cu�ng issues in SDGs 
and an integrated approach is expected to tackle 
development challenges, private sector does not 
require to work on each relevant goal and their 
associated targets. Rather, for private sector, the 
approach should be to iden�fy the core areas to 
focus on. To have an impac�ul engagement, the 
entry point for private sector can be the SDG 7 on 
affordable and clean energy, SDG 8 on decent 
work and economic growth and SDG 9 on industry, 
innova�on and infrastructure. The SDG 7 stresses 
on ensuring access to affordable, reliable, 
sustainable and modern energy for all, where the 
SDG 8 promotes sustained and inclusive economic 
growth, full and produc�ve employment and 
decent work for all. Finally, SDG 9 emphasizes on 
building resilient infrastructure, promo�ng 
inclusive and sustainable industrializa�on and 
fostering innova�on. The SDG 7, SDG 8 and SDG 9 
are the major drivers of produc�vity, inclusive 
economic growth and job crea�on and they cut 
across many of the SDGs. Therefore, the 
promo�on of these three goals will be a dominant 
element to achieve the SDGs. The contribu�on of 
private sector to SDG 7, SDG 8 and SDG 9 will 
ul�mately help the other goals to progress, 
par�cularly SDG 1 on no poverty, SDG 2 on zero 
hunger, SDG 5 on gender equality, SDG 10 on 
reduced inequality, SDG 12 on responsible 
consump�on and produc�on and SDG 13 on 
climate change. 
In conclusion, the strategic engagement of private 
sector is going to be key for achieving the SDGs by 
2030. Thus, if required, the relevant policies need 
to be revisited and amended to incen�vize the 
private sector. Public policy is intended to create 
the enabling environment at all levels to 
encourage a vibrant private sector. To be�er align 
private sector incen�ves with public goals, 
including incen�vizing the private sector to adopt 
sustainable prac�ces, and foster long-term quality 
investment, right policies have to be formulated 
and where appropriate, regulatory frameworks 
have to be strengthened.      
Zubayer Hossen, Research Economist, SANEM.
Email: zubayerhossen14@gmail.com
Nadeera Sultana, Research Associate, SANEM.
Email: nadeerasultana43@gmail.com
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The SDG cos�ng exercise and 
financing challenges in developing 

countries
Selim Raihan

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) are 
unprecedented and ambi�ous development objec�ves 
with 17 goals with 169 targets spanning economic, social 
and environmental dimensions of sustainable 
development. To achieve the targets by 2030 is a 
daun�ng task for a large number of developing countries 
in Asia, Africa and La�n America. Especially, the 
low-income and lower-middle income countries are 
lagging with respect to achieving a large number of 
development targets envisaged in the SDGs. The 
Sustainable Development Report 2019 
(h�ps://www.sdgindex.org), led by Prof. Jeffrey Sachs, 
presents the SDG Index for all UN member states to show 
how countries differ in SDG implementa�on. Using the 
data of SDG Index and per capita GDP of 162 countries 
we have generated the sca�er-plot diagram. It is obvious 
from the diagram that countries with lower per capita 
GDPs have lower SDG indices. The high performers in the 
SDG Index are mostly from the high-income and 
upper-middle income countries. Bangladesh, with a 
ranking of 116, is just above the trend line. Rankings for 
other South Asian countries are 153 for Afghanistan, 84 
for Bhutan, 115 for India, 47 for the Maldives, 103 for 

Nepal, 130 for Pakistan, and 93 for Sri Lanka. 
Similar to the era of Millennium Development Goals 
(MDGs), countries have a compe��on to show be�er 
performance during the SDGs period as well. There is a 
poli�cal buy-in, both at the global and na�onal level, to 
demonstrate that countries are on track to achieve SDGs 
by 2030. Governments of the developing countries have 
expressed their commitments towards achieving SDGs as 
one of their priority areas and have undertaken different 
ac�vi�es. This gives a unique opportunity to put in place 
some genuine efforts to achieve several of the important 
development targets of the SDGs in countries who are 
lagging considerably.
It should be men�oned that developing countries, 
especially low income and lower-middle countries, also 
face the problem of priori�zing among different SDGs. 
However, common problems in these countries include 
low or un-sustained economic growth, low or stagnant 
private sector investment, poor infrastructure, low level 
of industrializa�on, a high degree of informal jobs, slow 
job crea�on, high incidence of poverty, growing overall 
and gender inequality, environmental degrada�on, etc. 
One of the fundamental challenges these developing 
countries face is the financing of the huge amount of 

resources required for mee�ng the aforemen�oned 
development targets. In this context, the SDG cos�ng 
exercise can be very relevant. 
What is the SDG cos�ng exercise? The SDG cos�ng 
exercise can have a different meaning for different actors 
and stakeholders. To some, it can be an undertaking that 
produces some reasonably detailed es�mates of the 
costs needed to implement specific projects or sectoral 
plans in line with the targets of SDGs. To others, it can be 
a broader analysis to provide useful guidelines for 
policymakers about the resources needed to achieve the 
SDGs at the macro level.
Why is  the SDG cos�ng exercise important? It is 
important since there are only 11 years le� to implement 
SDGs, and for most of the developing countries, the 
resource-requirement is huge. Therefore, without a 
comprehensive understanding of the resources required 
to implement different components of SDGs, it becomes 
a difficult task for the countries to integrate SDGs in the 
na�onal budgetary and planning processes. The SDG 
cos�ng exercise can help accelerate the implementa�on 
of development efforts, facilitate discussions on 
integrated approaches to financing, iden�fy fiscal space 
and resource mobiliza�on, assist in priori�zing ini�a�ves, 
raise public awareness, and offer the government new 
approaches of delivering through the cost savings as well 
as a synergis�c strategy for implementa�on of the SDGs.
There is a need for synchroniza�on of cos�ng across 

SDGs. Since there are cri�cal 
interlinkages among different SDGs, it is 
important to look at integrated cos�ng 
approaches which can deal with board 
cross-sectoral synergies as opposed to 
any stand-alone calcula�on for specific 
SDGs. There is no denying that 
well-designed integrated mul�sectoral 
approaches can be cost-effec�ve given 
the resource constraints in the 
developing countries.
As men�oned before, there are serious 
challenges in financing resources for 
SDGs in most of the developing countries, 
especially given the fact that the capacity 

for domes�c resource mobiliza�on is weak and the 
op�ons for external financing are limited in many of these 
countries. An es�mate by SANEM for the Planning 
Commission of Bangladesh shows that addi�onal 
resources required for the implementa�on of the SDGs in 
Bangladesh would be around 20% of GDP for the period 
2017-2030. Given the changing global scenario, for 
financing SDGs, developing countries will have to rely 
more on domes�c sources, and this is, no doubt, a big 
challenge. Achieving SDGs also, therefore, requires 
systemic changes in the a�tude and mechanisms in 
developing countries that govern and channel financing. 
It also demands to exploit the poten�al op�ons of 
scaling-up and diversifying financing opportuni�es 
commensurate in magnitude with the ambi�on 
ar�culated in the SDGs. Developing countries need to 
explore all possible sources of financing including public, 
private, public-private partnership, non-governmental 
organiza�ons, foreign direct investment, foreign aid, and 
remi�ances. It is also important to note that a mere 
genera�on of resources would not ensure successful 
implementa�on of the SDGs if ins�tu�onal and 
governance-related aspects are not properly addressed. 
Dr. Selim Raihan, Executive Director, SANEM.
Email: selim.raihan@gmail.com
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Rethinking the private sector 
engagement in achieving the SDGs

Zubayer Hossen and Nadeera Sultana
The world is moving towards a future demanding 
an inclusive society – a society where everyone will 
enjoy the benefits of economic development, 
social inclusion and environmental sustainability 
irrespec�ve of religion, gender, skin colour, caste, 
region, etc. The Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs) as outlined in Global Agenda 2030 also aim 
all-encompassing development. However, 
compared to Millennium Development Goals 
(MDGs), the SDGs are more comprehensive and 
expansive in nature. Thus, a�aining the 
sustainable development by the �meline is going 
to be an enormous challenge. The fundamental 
challenge of achieving SDGs is related to 
ins�tu�onal capacity which is much deeper than 
just mobilizing more money and reducing the 
financial gap. Looking at the bigger picture, the 
weak ins�tu�onal capacity which results in poor 
governance problems and policy incoherence 
might impede the execu�on process. To overcome 
the challenges and eventually a�ain the SDGs, a 
concerted effort from both public and private 
sectors is the prerequisite. Therefore, carefully 
considered and planned engagement of private 
sector and re-orienta�on of interac�on among 
public and private actors in a system will be 
required to progress in SDGs.         
The 2030 Agenda for sustainable development, 
adopted by the world leaders in September 2015, 
provides a shared blueprint to embark on a new 
path of human development. Aiming at integra�ng 
and balancing the economic, social and 
environmental dimensions of sustainable 
development, the SDGs address that ending 
poverty and other depriva�ons must go 
hand-in-hand with strategies that improve health 
and educa�on, reduce inequality, and s�mulate 
economic growth – all while tackling climate 
change and environmental issues. There is no 
doubt that the challenge of implemen�ng the 
SDGs will be immense. Due to the a�ributes of 
universality and diversity, the implementa�on of 
SDGs require huge investment and involvement 
from all agents of the society. The public sector 
cannot handle the challenges solely. The private 
sector has to have a defined role in materializing 
the policies or interven�ons undertaken by 
government in order to succeed in a�aining the 
SDGs. Nevertheless, the discourse of engaging the 
private sector in achieving the SDGs by integra�ng 
their effort with the objec�ves of SDGs should be 
reconsidered. To rope in the private sector in a 
more sustainable manner, there should have an 
entry point of engagement for private sector. 
Besides, if needed, the exis�ng policies have to be 
rec�fied and new policies should be formulated to 
incen�vize the private sector.  
The engagement of private sector is not 
necessarily confined to financing issues. The 
private sector has a crucial role to play in achieving 
the goals related to decent work and economic 
growth, industry, innova�on and infrastructure, 
gender equality, responsible consump�on, climate 
change, etc., especially in developing countries. 
The private sector provides 9 out of 10 jobs in 
developing countries (IFC, 2013) and as a result, 
plays an important part in solving global problems 

Towards an equitable food market 
through AMIS
Md. Jahid Ebn Jalal and Jonaed

Bangladesh has a primarily agrarian economy. 
Agriculture is the largest produc�ve sector of the 
economy employing around 50 percent of the total 
labor force. Performance of this sector has a 
tremendous impact on major macroeconomic goals 
such as food security, employment genera�on, and 
poverty allevia�on. However, farmers are o�en 
deprived of the fair price of the product due to the 
lack of proper supervision of the government. On 
the other hand, consumers are buying products at a 
higher price and in the end, the middlemen are 
becoming the ul�mate beneficiaries. One of the 
major causes of this problem is asymmetric 
informa�on associated with the agricultural market 
mechanism. In order to limit food price vola�lity 
and to ensure the proper func�oning of food 
commodity markets, SDG 2.c targets to facilitate 
�mely access to market informa�on. In response to 
SDG 2.c and recent 
extreme vola�lity of food 
prices, improving the 
Agricultural Market 
Informa�on System 
(AMIS) has become a 
pressing issue in 
Bangladesh. 
AMIS can revolu�onize 
the value chain processes 
by removing the 
knowledge gap by 
analyzing data and 
presen�ng different 
angles to tackle the 
issues. We can 
differen�ate the data set 
of AMIS between 
“current” market 
informa�on and 
"historical" informa�on. 
Current market 
informa�on meets the 
immediate commercial needs of farmers and 
traders where “historical” informa�on, when 
analyzed, can be used for planning purposes by 
farmers and policy makers. An efficient AMIS should 
provide a detailed understanding of the product 
cycle, market demand and supply and how the 
prices of the products are determined, which are 
o�en absent in the current system of Bangladesh. 
Although different ins�tu�ons regarding agriculture 
i.e. BADC, BARC, DAM, etc. are trying to enrich the 
system, informa�on are given mostly related to 
produc�on technology and current retail prices 
which are not enough for farmers. Besides, the 
current system does not provide any informa�on 
related to future predic�on, seasonal demand & 
supply change which are crucial for making 
produc�on decisions. Moreover, the process of 
dissemina�ng informa�on is inefficient due to being 
too late for affec�ng produc�on decision by 
farmers. Furthermore, the web portals are not 
user-friendly and farmers need addi�onal 
assistance in interpre�ng this informa�on requiring 
trained extension staff. 
Poor people spend majority of their income on 
buying food, while farmers derive much of their 
income from producing food. Therefore, changes in 

food price will have significant effect on the welfare 
of both farmers and poor consumers. There are 
three types of undesirable situa�on that can 
happen in the market: i) low food price ii) high 
food price & iii) vola�le food price. If the price of 
food is too low, the poor consumers get 
benefited but the farmers suffer huge losses 
reducing the investment in agriculture. 
Conversely, net food buyers (total value of the 
food they consume exceeds the total value of 
the food they produce) generally suffer at higher 
food price whereas net food sellers (total value 
of the food they produce exceeds the total value 
of the food they consume) get benefited. 
Evidently, we can say that all urban dwellers are 
net food buyers. On the other hand, farmers are 
supposed to be the net food sellers which is 
essen�ally not true in the case of Bangladesh. 
Because, most of the farmers in Bangladesh are 
small. In contrast the middlemen are making 
supernormal profits by capitalizing on the fragile 
state of agro-market management. The third 

one- vola�le food price 
is the most dangerous 
compared to others. 
Because, when prices 
fluctuate substan�ally, 
even though the 
average is 
unobjec�onable, the 
short-term push puts 
both small-holder 
farmers and poor 
consumers at risk of 
long-term poverty. 
Figure 1 shows the 
sharp fluctua�ons in 
prices of necessary 
food items in 
Bangladesh from 2016 
to 2019. Besides, Figure 
2 shows the price 
vola�lity of rice in 
Bangladesh compared 

to the countries from which Bangladesh imports 
rice. It reveals the higher vola�lity present in 
Bangladesh compared to the other countries 
even if we consider the seasonal varia�on. 
Although Bangladesh is self-sufficient in food 
produc�on, such a scenario undoubtedly points 
a finger to the market management system.
Furthermore, desk review has shown that 
efficient market informa�on system has led to 
farmers diversifying into new crops. The 
informa�on about foreign markets, export, and 
import are also necessary to make sensible 
decisions, which are also missing in the AMIS of 
Bangladesh. Moreover, informa�on about 
seasonal price movements should be available 
on �me.  This should contribute to a more 
equitable balance between urban demand and 
the farmer's supply over�me. These 
improvements in AMIS have the poten�al to 
make food more affordable for consumers and 
more profitable for farmers. Therefore, with the 
development of efficient AMIS, food prices can 
be managed in a way that benefits everyone.
Md. Jahid Ebn Jalal, Senior Research Associate, SANEM, 
Email: jahidbauedu@gmail.com
Jonaed, Research Associate, SANEM
Email: jonaed.1971@gmail.com

such as unemployment, poverty, and inequality.  
This is why, par�cipa�on of private sector is cri�cal 
to employing the growing youth popula�on and 
strengthening the economies in developing 
countries. 
It is important to understand how the private 
sector can be involved more effec�vely and what 
strategies should be taken on board in ensuring 
the contribu�on of private sector. However, the 
discussion about delinea�ng the role of private 
sector is not straigh�orward. The interlinkage 
among SDG targets makes the job difficult. The 
SDGs and associated targets are inherently 
correlated with one another while being broadly 
framed as 17 separate and diverse elements. 
Hence, ac�ons taken for achieving one goal may 
be mutually reinforcing or contradictory with 
achieving other goals. This suggests, to achieve the 
SDGs, an integrated approach is essen�al to seek 
and scale up the synergies, and mi�gate and 
eliminate the trade-offs through horizontal 
integra�on across sectors and ver�cal 
collabora�ons across various administra�ve levels.
Since there are many cross-cu�ng issues in SDGs 
and an integrated approach is expected to tackle 
development challenges, private sector does not 
require to work on each relevant goal and their 
associated targets. Rather, for private sector, the 
approach should be to iden�fy the core areas to 
focus on. To have an impac�ul engagement, the 
entry point for private sector can be the SDG 7 on 
affordable and clean energy, SDG 8 on decent 
work and economic growth and SDG 9 on industry, 
innova�on and infrastructure. The SDG 7 stresses 
on ensuring access to affordable, reliable, 
sustainable and modern energy for all, where the 
SDG 8 promotes sustained and inclusive economic 
growth, full and produc�ve employment and 
decent work for all. Finally, SDG 9 emphasizes on 
building resilient infrastructure, promo�ng 
inclusive and sustainable industrializa�on and 
fostering innova�on. The SDG 7, SDG 8 and SDG 9 
are the major drivers of produc�vity, inclusive 
economic growth and job crea�on and they cut 
across many of the SDGs. Therefore, the 
promo�on of these three goals will be a dominant 
element to achieve the SDGs. The contribu�on of 
private sector to SDG 7, SDG 8 and SDG 9 will 
ul�mately help the other goals to progress, 
par�cularly SDG 1 on no poverty, SDG 2 on zero 
hunger, SDG 5 on gender equality, SDG 10 on 
reduced inequality, SDG 12 on responsible 
consump�on and produc�on and SDG 13 on 
climate change. 
In conclusion, the strategic engagement of private 
sector is going to be key for achieving the SDGs by 
2030. Thus, if required, the relevant policies need 
to be revisited and amended to incen�vize the 
private sector. Public policy is intended to create 
the enabling environment at all levels to 
encourage a vibrant private sector. To be�er align 
private sector incen�ves with public goals, 
including incen�vizing the private sector to adopt 
sustainable prac�ces, and foster long-term quality 
investment, right policies have to be formulated 
and where appropriate, regulatory frameworks 
have to be strengthened.      
Zubayer Hossen, Research Economist, SANEM.
Email: zubayerhossen14@gmail.com
Nadeera Sultana, Research Associate, SANEM.
Email: nadeerasultana43@gmail.com

Figure 1: Price vola�lity of some selected items
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Figure 2: Rice price vola�lity of Bangladesh compared to the 
countries from which Bangladesh imports rice
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Dr. Bazlul Haque Khondker presented at 
the Social Security Conference held in 

Dhaka

Dr. Bazlul Haque Khondker, Chairman, SANEM 
presented the overview of social protec�on system 
in Bangladesh at the Bangladesh Social Security 
Conference 2019, organized by Social Security 
Policy Support (SSPS) Programme, Cabinet Division 
and General Economics Division, Planning 
Commission of Bangladesh on December 5, 2019.

Dr. Selim Raihan was a panelist in the 
UNESCAP conference on SDGs held in Dhaka

Dr. Selim Raihan, Execu�ve Director, South Asian 
Network on Economic Modeling (SANEM) and 
Professor of Economics, University of Dhaka was a 
panelist in a session �tled "Regional coopera�on 
for accelera�ng achievement towards the SDGs" 
at the Third South Asia Forum on the Sustainable 
Development Goals organized by the UNESCAP on 
December 9, 2019. Mr. Nojibur Rahman, Principal 
Secretary to the Honorable Prime Minister, Prime 
Minister's Office, Bangladesh chaired the session 
and Mr. M. Shahidul Islam, Secretary-General, 
BIMSTEC was present as the special guest.

Dr. Selim Raihan delivered a presenta�on 
at the Planning Commission

Dr. Selim Raihan, Execu�ve Director, South Asian 
Network on Economic Modeling (SANEM) and 
Professor of Economics, University of Dhaka 
delivered a presenta�on on "Social Protec�on for 
Children in Changing Demographic", a study being 
conducted by SANEM for the GED, Planning 
Commission of Bangladesh, with the support from 
the UNICEF on December 11, 2019.

Dr. Selim Raihan was a discussant in the 
BIDS Research Almanac held in Dhaka

Dr. Selim Raihan, Execu�ve Director, South Asian 
Network on Economic Modeling (SANEM) and 
Professor of Economics, University of Dhaka  was  
a discussant in a technical session �tled "Macro 
Model, Industry and Firm Performance" at the 
Bangladesh Ins�tute of Development Studies 
(BIDS) Research Almanac on December 1, 2019.

Dr. Selim Raihan was a panelist at 
UNESCAP and BIISS Conference

Dr. Selim Raihan, Execu�ve Director, South Asian 
Network on Economic Modeling (SANEM) and 
Professor of Economics, University of Dhaka was a 
panelist in a session on "Poten�al and Challenges 
of Regional Economic Integra�on in South Asia in 
the New Global Context" at the UNESCAP and 
BIISS Conference �tled Regional Coopera�on for 
Sustainable Development in South Asia on 
December 10, 2019, held at Bangladesh Ins�tute 
of Interna�onal and Strategic Studies.

Mr. Zubayer Hossen delivered a presenta�on 
at the ISLE conference held in Punjab

Mr. Zubayer Hossen, Research Economist, South 
Asian Network on Economic Modeling (SANEM) 
and Coordinator, SANEM SDG Centre presented a 
paper �tled "Understanding the Dynamics of 
Female Labour Force Par�cipa�on in Rural Labour 
Market in Bangladesh" at the 61st Annual ISLE 
(The Indian Society of Labour Economics) 
Conference on December 8, 2019. The conference 
was held in Punjabi University, Pa�ala, India 
during December 7-9, 2019. It was organized by 
Centre for Development Economics and 
Innova�on Studies (CDEIS), Punjabi University, 
Pa�ala.  

SANEM-IHD organized session at the 
61st Annual ISLE Conference

SANEM and IHD jointly organized a session on 
"Preparedness of South Asian Countries for 
Addressing Labour Market Challenges in the 
Context of SDGs" at the 61st Annual ISLE (The 
Indian Society of Labour Economics) Conference, 
held on December 6, 2019 at the Punjabi 
University, Pa�ala, India. The session was chaired 
by Professor Abhijit Sen, Former Professor of 
Economics, Jawaharlal Nehru University and 
Former Member, Planning Commission of India. 
Three presenta�ons were made for Bangladesh, 
India and Nepal by Dr. Selim Raihan, Execu�ve 
Director, SANEM, Dhaka, Dr. Sarthi Acharya, 
Professor, IHD, Delhi, and Dr. Puspa Sharma, 
Deputy Execu�ve, SAWTEE, Kathmandu 
respec�vely. Dr. Nomaan Majid, Senior 
Employment Specialist, Decent Work Technical 
Team - South Asia, Interna�onal Labour 
Organiza�on (ILO) was the discussant.

SANEM-FAO stakeholder consulta�on 
workshop held in Dhaka 

South Asian Network on Economic Modeling 
(SANEM) in partnership with the Food and 
Agriculture Organiza�on of United Na�ons (FAO) 
organized a stakeholder consulta�on workshop in 
Dhaka �tled “Mobilizing involvement and 
investment of the private sector in implemen�ng 
SDGs in food and agriculture in Bangladesh” on 
December 22, 2019 at Golden Tulip, Dhaka. The 
workshop was chaired by Dr. Selim Raihan, 
Execu�ve Director, SANEM and Professor, 
Department of Economics, University of Dhaka. 
A�er giving the welcome remarks, Dr. Raihan 
shared the ini�al investment opportuni�es 
op�ons of the project. This was followed by a 
presenta�on by Mr. Shaquib Quoreshi, Fellow, 
SANEM. In his presenta�on, Mr. Quoreshi shared 
the investment proposals for Moringa and Cashew 
Nut and men�oned about the advantages of 
Cashew Nut and Moringa. He also portrayed the 
importance of investment in this par�cular sector 
by poten�al entrepreneurs. The workshop 
concluded with a lively open discussion.


